
 

1 
 

More Than A Market Awards 2023 Nomination Kit 

Application Period: June 20, 2023 – September 8, 2023 

 

 

1.Objectives  .......................................................................................................................................... 2 

2.Eligibility  .................................................................................................................................... 2 

3.Awards Agenda  ......................................................................................................................... 2 

4. Award Categories  ..................................................................................................................... 3 

4.1. Award Category - ESG Performance ESG  .............................................................. 3 

4.2. Award Category – CSR  ........................................................................... 4 

4.3. Award Category – Innovative Sustainability Product  ........................ 5 

5.Procedure for Participation  ...................................................................................................... 6 

6.Transfer of Rights  ....................................................................................................................... 7 

7.Contact  ...................................................................................................................................... 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2 
 

1.Objectives  

The German Chamber of Commerce in China and the Missions of the Federal Republic of Germany in the People’s 

Republic of China are again hosting the More than a Market Awards in 2023.  The More than a Market initiative was 

launched in 2015. Its aim was to showcase the best corporate social responsibility (CSR) initiatives by German 

enterprises in China and their added value for the Chinese society. From 2015 to 2021, with support from members 

and partners, the More than a Market Awards (“Awards”) were successfully organized six times, with over 400 best 

practice cases submitted. 

 

In 2023, the "More Than A Market Awards" return to celebrate the progress and achievements of German 

companies in China with an expanded focus, namely in the field of environmental, social, and corporate 

governance (ESG). The Awards aim to not only provide a platform for enterprises, but also to help them (especially 

for SMEs) to better understand ESG, where they stand, and what more they can do to promote and implement 

ESG actions. 

 

By participating in the Awards: 

 

1. Increase company visibility by showcasing your best ESG initiatives and demonstrating your added 

value to the Sino-German community. Submitting your projects can help your business gain recognition 

and establish yourself as a responsible leader in your respective industries. 

 

 

2. Promote potential business cooperation and partnerships. The Awards provide a platform for 

companies to connect and network with other leading German enterprises in China. This can lead to 

fruitful collaborations and partnerships that benefit all parties involved. 

 

2.Eligibility  

German companies and members of German Chamber of Commerce in China operating anywhere in China and 

actively pursuing ESG targets are welcome to apply for the Awards. 

 

3.Awards Agenda  

Application: From June 20, 2023 to September 8, 2023. 
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Review Procedure: All applications will first be reviewed for eligibility and completeness. 

 

• Any incomplete applications may be disqualified.  

• The review board might contact companies for follow-up research and verifications. It is therefore 

important that applications clearly state a responsible contact person who will be able to provide further 

information. 

 

 

The More than a Market Awards Ceremony will take place in Shanghai during the AHK Xceleration Days on 

November 9, 2023. 

 

4. Award Categories  

There are a total of 3 award categories： 

 

1. ESG Performance ESG  

2. CSR  

3. Innovative Sustainability Product   

 
 All cases and descriptions used to apply for the awards need to occur within years 2022 and 2023. 

 

4.1. Award Category - ESG Performance ESG  

This category focuses on the overall operations and strategy of the company.  

 

Submission  

Participating companies are required to complete a ESG Performance Self-Assessment Template available for 

download.  

 

Assessment Criteria  

The scoring criteria for evaluating ESG self-assessment forms are based on recognized ESG metrics, verifiable data, 

and facts. An independent reviewing body (TÜV Rheinland) will evaluate the form based on the following weighted 

ESG indicators： 

ESG ESG
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Environment  

• Climate Change （15 Points ） 

• Natural Resources and Energy  （10 Points ） 

• Prevention of Pollution （10 Points ） 

• Other Actions Taken for Environmental Protection （5 Points ） 

 

Social  

• HR Development and Engagement （10 Points ） 

• Diversity, Equity and Inclusion  (5 Points ) 

• Product Liability  (10 Points ) 

• Supply Chain  (5 Points ) 

• Community Engagement (5 Points ) 

 

Governance 治理 

• Governance Organizational and Mechanism  (10 Points ) 

• Innovation Sustainability  (15 Points ) 

 

Scoring rule for ESG self-assessment ESG  

Score  Definition  

0% 
No answer in the respective field or no valid entry. 

 

50% 

Comments showing reasonable understanding of the questionnaires and clear description of the ESG 

action taken, but supporting documents inconsistent or incomplete. 

ESG  

100% 

Comments showing a good understanding of the questionnaires and clear description of the ESG 

Strategy and action taken, with sufficient and valid supporting data and documentation. 

ESG  

 

The evaluation is based on the companies' submitted ESG self-assessment form. The review board may contact 

applicants and request further details or more specific additional documentation. Companies with the highest 

scores according to categories of company size will be selected as winners.

ESG

 

4.2. Award Category – CSR  

This category aims to recognize outstanding corporate social responsibility initiatives that were implemented in 

2022/2023 and that have made a significant impact on society and the environment. 

2022 至 2023  

 

Submission  

Companies submit their best CSR practices in the CSR Case Template for download, by providing a brief case 

description and accompanying photos. 
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Assessment Criteria  

The assessment criteria for evaluating CSR performance are based on the following principles: 

 

• Innovation: How original/unique is the approach? 

• Scalability: Can the project serve as an example for other enterprises? 

： 

• Corporate Competences: Does the company engage its employees and use its know-how and resources? 

 

• Social and Environmental Impact: Is the project and its results long-term oriented to have a social and 

environmental impact? 

 

 

The review board will select a shortlist of entries that will be presented to an independent jury.  The shortlist will 

be structured according to different company sizes. The jury will consist of German and Chinese representatives 

from the fields of Foundation and philanthropy. 

 

4.3. Award Category – Innovative Sustainability Product  

This award category focuses on innovative and sustainable products and services within a company’s product 

portfolio. The submitted products or services should adhere to the principles of circular economy, and aim to 

enable and inspire companies to embrace sustainable practices, resource efficiency, and waste reduction. 

 

 

Submission  

The company needs to explain how its products/services comply with the principles of circular economy according 

to the Innovative Sustainability Product PPT Template:  

 

• P1: Introduction of the company and its products/services. 

• P2: General explanation of the positive environmental impact and socio-economic benefits brought by 

its circular economy practices. 

• P3: Highlights of the lifecycle stages. 

 

Assessment Criteria  

The assessment criteria for evaluating are based on the following principles: 
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• Innovation and Creativity: The degree to which the company demonstrates unique and creative 

approaches to implementing circular economy principles. 

• Scalability: The potential for the company’s practices to be scaled up in other industries or organizations. 

  

• Environmental Impact: The extent of positive environmental impact achieved through circular economy 

practices. 

• Social and Economic Benefits: The measurable social and economic benefits generated through circular 

economy initiatives. 

 

 

The review board will select a shortlist of companies to be invited to the More than a Market Awards for a pitching 

contest. Each selected company will have five minutes to pitch their product/service to all onsite participants. 

Additionally, an onsite expert panel will challenge the companies’ pitch presentations. The winner will be selected 

by vote of the onsite audiences. 

 

5.Procedure for Participation  

Participants are invited and encouraged to apply for more than one award category. 

 

Application Process:  

Step 1: Fill out and submit the online award application in following link: 

https://forms.office.com/r/N7zCgZCag8 and select the award categories you are applying for. 

https://forms.office.com/r/N7zCgZCag8，

 

Step 2: Download and complete the submission template according to the award category chosen by the 

company to apply for.   

 

• For ESG Performance, please fill in the ESG Performance Self-Assessment Template 

• For CSR, please fill in the CSR Case Template 

• For Innovative Sustainability Product, please fill in the Innovative Sustainability Product PPT Template  

 

Step 3: Please send the completed submission template and signed declaration agreement with company seal 

to esgalliance@china.ahk.de by 6:00 PM on September 8, 2023. 

esgalliance@china.ahk.de

 

Submission Documents Downloads:  

[Download ] ESG Performance Self-Assessment Template ESG  

[Download ] CSR Case Template 

https://forms.office.com/r/N7zCgZCag8
https://forms.office.com/r/N7zCgZCag8
mailto:esgalliance@china.ahk.de
mailto:esgalliance@china.ahk.de
https://file.bagevent.com/resource/20230620/1015535073125065.docx
https://file.bagevent.com/resource/20230619/2308345433125065.docx
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[Download 载] Innovative Sustainability Product PPT Template PPT   

[Download ] Declaration Agreement  

6.Transfer of Rights  

For details about the Transfer of Rights, please refer to the declaration agreement. 

 

7.Contact  

If you have any questions, feel free to contact us: 

 

Ms. Vivi Gao | ESG Project Manager  

German Chamber of Commerce China · Shanghai 

+86-21-3858 5047 | esgalliance@china.ahk.de 

 

Visit the ESG Alliance website: esg.china.ahk.de 

访问 ESG 联盟网站: esg.china.ahk.de 

 

https://file.bagevent.com/resource/20230620/0954368573125065.pptx
https://file.bagevent.com/resource/20230620/1036235473125065.pdf
http://esg.china.ahk.de/
http://esg.china.ahk.de/

